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Welcome!  

Once the service begins, those who are vaccinated and are comfortable doing so may remove their masks while seated.  We ask that those 
who are not vaccinated to remain masked at all times. 

In Preparation for Worship  

“What is home? My favorite definition is "a safe place," a place where one is free from attack, a place where one 
experiences secure relationships and affirmation. It's a place where people share and understand each other. Its 
relationships are nurturing. The people in it do not need to be perfect; instead, they need to be honest, loving, 
supportive, recognizing a common humanity that makes all of us vulnerable.”   - Gladys Hunt  

Gathering Prayer 

Prelude        

Welcome and Announcements  

Call to Worship 

Leader:  Can one be homesick for something you’ve never known?   
People:  We are homesick for a just world, for peace like rivers, for the end of suffering.    
Leader:  Yes, we are homesick—   
People:  for joy that is contagious, for nations that feel like neighbors, and for hospitals that run empty.   
Leader:  We are homesick for the world God promises.  
People:  We are homesick, but we are on our way.   
Leader:  God is here. God is still creating.  
People:  Let us worship Holy God.  

Lighting of the Advent Candle 

Choir Hymn        Zechariah’s Lullaby  

Prayer of Confession 

Holy God,   
When John was Born,   
Zechariah leaned down and whispered words of love into his ear.   
We know that you do the same for us, day in and day out, yet we fail to hear it.   
We forget that in the beginning we were made good.   
We doubt that we could possibly be enough.   
We hustle for our self-worth and wear ourselves out aiming for perfection.   
We deflect words of praise. We hide behind shiny first impressions. Forgive us.   
Trusting our worth is the hardest job.   
Open our ears as you open our hearts,   
so that we might rest on the foundation of goodness you have laid for us.   
Hear us now as we offer the prayers on our hearts...  
(Silence is kept for personal reflection.)  
 
Leader: Lord, in your mercy, 
People: hear our prayer. Amen.  

Assurance of Forgiveness   
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Song of Praise #607     Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow 

Prayer for Illumination                                                           

Scripture Reading          Luke 1:5-25  

Leader: The Word of the Lord.                                                                             
People:  Thanks be to God.                             

Tell Us Our Story                               Catherine Anne Thomas 

Sermon        Advent: Laying the Foundation                                   David Lower                                                                                   

Affirmation of Faith*    Apostles’ Creed  

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,  
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord;   
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate;  
was crucified, dead, and buried;  
he descended into hell;  
the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven,  
and sitteth on the right hand  
of God the Father Almighty;  
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.   
I believe in the Holy Ghost;  
the holy catholic Church;  
the communion of saints;  
the forgiveness of sins;  
the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.  

Holy Communion 

Invitation to the Table 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

Words of Institution 

Communion Music    O Come, Emmanuel                                                          Chancel Choir 

The Offering  

Congregational Hymn #88* verses 1,2,6 and 7 O Come, O Come Emmanuel 

Benediction*       

Postlude*      

 

Please remember to re-mask before leaving your pew. 
Please join us in the courtyard for fellowship and conversation! 

For the latest Saint Luke’s news and information, go to slpres.org. 


