
 

1   Maundy Thursday Service 

In Preparation for Worship              

With this service our Lenten observance comes to its culmination. We gather now with Christians around the world 
in celebrating The Three Days (known as the Tridium) of Jesus’ death and resurrection.  
  
On this first day, Maundy Thursday, we gather around the Lord’s Table to remember the supper by which Jesus 
would express himself to the disciples and to the world.  His love was revealed in the emptying of his life for us. 
Jesus invited all to share the holy meal and become what we eat and drink: the body of Christ offered in love for the 
life of the world.    
  
During this worship service, we will follow the story of Jesus and his disciples at The Last Supper.  While they were 
gathered for the Feast of Passover, Jesus transformed the sacred meal into something sacramental, bearing the 
grace of God for all who would receive it.  
  

To receive this sacrament at home, you are encouraged to use whatever you have in your home already – sliced 
bread, crackers, cookies, pretzels, any sort of juice, wine, water, or even a coke. You may consider placing the elements 
in cups and on a plate that is special to you.  You may designate one person to serve or gather in a circle to pass the 
elements to one another.  As you share the bread, you may say, “The bread of life” or “The body of Christ.”  As you 
share the cup, you may say, “The cup of salvation.”    

  
As Presbyterians, we believe that the Lord's Supper enacts and seals what the Word proclaims: God's sustaining grace 
offered to all people.  In these days, though our tables are in many different places, our hearts and lives are bound 
together through Jesus’s great love for each of us and all of us.  If you have any questions about celebrating the Lord’s 
Supper in your home, feel free to reach out to one of the pastors.  

  
The Maundy Thursday service then follows the journey of Jesus and his disciples from the Last Supper to the 
Garden of Gethsemane.  Jesus knows the ultimate struggle to come.  In the garden he begs his disciples to stay 
vigilant with him in prayer, as the shadows of the story approach.  Our prayerful close and silent departure will 
help us stay connected with Jesus in this heightened moment of the holy week drama.    
           

Welcome and Announcements            

At this time, please take a moment to let us know you are worshiping online with us by sharing your name in the “comments” on our live feed. 

Prelude      Garden Medley                     Kelly Sloan 

Call to Worship                                                          

Leader:  The Lord said to Moses in the land of Egypt   
People:  over this meal, remember.  
Leader:  Jesus said to his disciples in Jerusalem,  
People:  over this meal, remember.  
Leader:  This night, over this meal, we remember the Lord  
People: who never forsakes the people of God.  
Leader: This night, in the garden, we wait for the Lord  
People: whose love knows no bounds.  

Opening Hymn #525    Let Us Break Bread Together                  

*Hymn sheets are located at the end of the bulletin. 

Opening Prayer  

Let us pray.  Gracious God, we gather here to break bread and drink from the cup together, as we remember and 
give thanks for this meal and for your most precious gift of Jesus, the bread of life.  We live by your bread, and by 
your every word.  Keep us hungry for your heavenly food that it may nourish us.  Through your Holy Spirit, open 
our ears to your words in the readings, music, and sacrament tonight, so that we may be fed by your light, your 
truth, your freedom, and your peace.  Amen.  
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The Passover Feast of Jesus and His Disciples Mark 14:12-16            Phil Brown 

On the first day of Unleavened Bread, when the Passover lamb is sacrificed, his disciples said to him, “Where do you 
want us to go and make the preparations for you to eat the Passover?”  So he sent two of his disciples, saying to 
them, “Go into the city, and a man carrying a jar of water will meet you; follow him,  and wherever he enters, say to 
the owner of the house, ‘The Teacher asks, Where is my guest room where I may eat the Passover with my 
disciples?’  He will show you a large room upstairs, furnished and ready. Make preparations for us there.”  So the 
disciples set out and went to the city, and found everything as he had told them; and they prepared the Passover 
meal.   
 

The Passover Observance Given to Moses         Exodus 12:24-27              David Lower 
 
You shall observe this Passover rite as a perpetual ordinance for you and your children.  When you come to the land 
that the Lord will give you, as he has promised, you shall keep this observance.  And when your children ask you, 
"What do you mean by this observance?'  you shall say, "It is the passover sacrifice to the Lord, for he passed over 
the houses of the Israelites in Egypt, when he spared our houses.'" And the people bowed down and worshiped.  

Jesus Foretells Betrayal     Mark 14:17-21                   Catherine Anne Thomas 

When it was evening, he came with the twelve.  And when they had taken their places and were eating, Jesus said, 
“Truly I tell you, one of you will betray me, one who is eating with me.”  They began to be distressed and to say to 
him one after another, “Surely, not I?”  He said to them, “It is one of the twelve, one who is dipping bread into the 
bowl with me.  For the Son of Man goes as it is written of him, but woe to that one by whom the Son of Man is 
betrayed! It would have been better for that one not to have been born.”     
 

Jesus Washes the Disciples’ Feet    John 13:1-17    Les & Laura Woodsides 
 

Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart from this world and go to the 
Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end. The devil had already put it into the 
heart of Judas son of Simon Iscariot to betray him. And during supper  Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all 
things into his hands, and that he had come from God and was going to God, got up from the table, took off his 
outer robe, and tied a towel around himself.  Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet 
and to wipe them with the towel that was tied around him. He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you 
going to wash my feet?” Jesus answered, “You do not know now what I am doing, but later you will understand.” 
Peter said to him, “You will never wash my feet.” Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no share with me.” 
Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my head!”  Jesus said to him, “One who has 
bathed does not need to wash, except for the feet, but is entirely clean. And you are clean, though not all of you.” For 
he knew who was to betray him; for this reason he said, “Not all of you are clean.”  
 
After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the table, he said to them, “Do you know 
what I have done to you? You call me Teacher and Lord—and you are right, for that is what I am. So if I, your Lord 
and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. For I have set you an example, that 
you also should do as I have done to you. Very truly, I tell you, servants are not greater than their master, nor are 
messengers greater than the one who sent them. If you know these things, you are blessed if you do them.  
 

The Lord’s Supper                    Mark 14:22-25              Phil Brown & Shannon Dill 

 
While they were eating, he took a loaf of bread, and after blessing it he broke it, gave it to them, and said, “Take, 
this is my body.” Then he took a cup, and after giving thanks he gave it to them, and all of them drank from it.  He 
said to them, “This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many.  Truly I tell you, I will never again 
drink of the fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new in the kingdom of God.”   
 
Communion Hymn #527   Eat This Bread                            Clair Maxwell 

*Hymn sheets are located at the end of the bulletin. 

 
Jesus Foretells Denial in the Garden               Mark 14:26-31                     Mary Guerrant 

 
When they had sung the hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. And Jesus said to them, “You will all become 
deserters; for it is written, ‘I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep will be scattered.’  (continued…) 
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But after I am raised up, I will go before you to Galilee.”  Peter said to him, “Even though all become deserters, I will 
not.”  Jesus said to him, “Truly I tell you, this day, this very night, before the cock crows twice, you will deny me 
three times.”  But he said vehemently, “Even though I must die with you, I will not deny you.” And all of them said 
the same.  

 
Praying in the Garden     Mark 14:32-42                                        David Lower 
 

They went to a place called Gethsemane; and he said to his disciples, “Sit here while I pray.”  He took with him Peter 
and James and John, and began to be distressed and agitated.  And he said to them, “I am deeply grieved, even to 
death; remain here, and keep awake.”  And going a little farther, he threw himself on the ground and prayed that, if 
it were possible, the hour might pass from him.  He said, “Abba, Father, for you all things are possible; remove this 
cup from me; yet, not what I want, but what you want.”  He came and found them sleeping; and he said to Peter, 
“Simon, are you asleep? Could you not keep awake one hour?  Keep awake and pray that you may not come into the 
time of trial; the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.”  And again he went away and prayed, saying the same 
words.  And once more he came and found them sleeping, for their eyes were very heavy; and they did not know 
what to say to him.  He came a third time and said to them, “Are you still sleeping and taking your rest? Enough! The 
hour has come; the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners.  Get up, let us be going. See, my betrayer is at 
hand.”       
 

Hymn #473            Shepherd Me, O God                      Clair Maxwell 
 
*Hymn sheets are located at the end of the bulletin. 

Benediction 
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At-Home Virtual Communion 

As part of our normal worship practice on the first Sunday of the month, and because we know that Jesus met people 

where they were and he continues to meet us where we are, our church family will celebrate At-Home Virtual Commun-

ion this Sunday.  

During our online worship, the pastors will preside over the elements in their respective homes, offering the Invitation to 

the Lord’s Supper, Prayer of Thanksgiving, and the Words of Institution. We are asking that each family then share the 

Lord’s Supper together, using whatever elements you may have available, just as we often do on mission trips. 

We encourage you to prepare for worship with the following ideas:  

• Create a worship space, perhaps at the kitchen table or a coffee table. Feel free to place anything on the table that 

has special meaning for you, such as a special memento that reminds you of church or witnessing God in the world. 

Last week in worship, we talked about lighting a candle before worship each week as a reminder that God is with 

each of us wherever we are, therefore, we are all together through the Spirit.  

• Remember how the pastors often say during the Lord’s Supper, that Jesus uses ordinary things for extraordinary 

purposes? Well, this is one of those times that common things can represent God’s grace to us.  Please do not feel 

the need to purchase special bread or juice, we do not want to place that burden on you nor is it necessary. Use 

whatever you have in your home already – sliced bread, crackers, cookies, pretzels, any sort of juice, wine, water, or 

even a coke. You may consider placing the elements in cups and on a plate that is special to you.  

• You may designate one person to serve or gather in a circle to pass the elements to one another. As you share the 

bread, you may say, “The bread of life” or “The body of Christ.” As you share the cup, you may say, “The cup of salva-

tion.”  

As Presbyterians, we believe that the Lord's Supper enacts and seals what the Word proclaims: God's sustaining grace 

offered to all people. The Lord's Supper is at once God's gift of grace, God's means of grace, and God's call to respond to 

that grace. Through the Lord's Supper, Jesus Christ nourishes us in righteousness, faithfulness, and discipleship. Through 

the Lord's Supper, the Holy Spirit renews the Church in its identity and sends the Church to mission in the world. This is 

what we celebrate when gather around the table – and in these days, though our tables are in many different places, our 

hearts and lives are bound together through Jesus’s great love for each of us and all of us.  

If you have any questions about celebrating the Lord’s Supper in your home, feel free to reach out to one of the pastors.  


