Commitment Sunday

December 24, 2016

11:00pm

-

–

Not only is another world possible, she is on her way. On a quiet day,
I can hear her breathing.
—Arundhati Roy

-

Eternal God,
from the halls of heaven to a trough of a stable,
Your radiant light shines forth from a newborn baby wrapped in rags.
In humility, You reveal the nature of Your love and Your will for a new world.
Open our hearts to receive this love,
so that the new life You give and the new world You imagine may be born in us,
to the glory of Christ’s holy name. Amen.

-

Away in a manger, no crib for his bed,
the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head.
The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay,
the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.
-

Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn king.
Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!”
Joyful, all ye nations rise; join the triumph of the skies;
with the angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!”
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn king.”
-

Come to Bethlehem and see him whose birth the angels sing;
come, adore on bended knee Christ the Lord, the newborn King.
Gloria in excelsis Deo! Gloria in excelsis Deo!

In Jesus Christ,
God was reconciling the world to himself.
Jesus Christ is God with humankind.
He is the eternal Son of the Father,
who became human and lived among us to fulfill the work of reconciliation.
He is present in the church by the power of the Holy Spirit
to continue and complete his mission. …
Therefore, the church calls all people to be reconciled to God and to one another.
Amen.

Leader:

God of glory, by your grace a child has been born for us,
Jesus Christ, the hope of all creation.
We now make these prayers in his Holy Name.
Jesus Christ, Light of the World,

People:

Be with all people of faith and goodwill everywhere,
and all who seek the way of peace.

Leader:

Jesus Christ, born in a stable,

People:

Be with our brothers and sisters
who are without shelter, food, family or friends tonight.

Leader:

Jesus Christ, child of Mary and Joseph,

People:

Be with all mothers and fathers and nurturers and teachers
throughout the world.

Leader:

Jesus Christ, visited by shepherds,

People:

Be with our neighbors who work tonight and tomorrow,
and all those who long to work.

Leader:

Jesus Christ, greeted by kings,

People:

Be with the leaders and rulers of this world,
and all who make decisions that affect the common good.

Leader:

Jesus Christ, who became a refugee,

People:

Be with immigrants and refugees fleeing violence and oppression,
seeking safety for their families.

Leader:

Jesus Christ, who comes with healing hands,

People:

Be with our friends and family who are sick and homebound,
those who are dying, and those who are mourning.

Leader:

God of Light, we seal these prayers to you,
along with the silent prayers of our hearts,
with the great prayer that Jesus, our Savior and Lord, taught us, saying...

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever. Amen.

-

Silent night, holy night!
All is calm, all is bright.
‘round yon Virgin Mother and Child!
Holy infant so tender and mild,
sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.
Silent night, holy night!
Shepherds quake at the sight;
glories stream from heaven afar
heavenly hosts sing “ Alleluia:
Christ the Savior is born! Christ the Savior is born.”
Silent night, holy night!
Son of God, love's pure light
radiant beams from Thy holy face,
with the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth.

Silent night! Holy night!
Wondrous star, lend thy light;
with the angels let us sing
Alleluia to our King:
Christ the Savior is born; Christ the Savior is born.

Leader:

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God,
and the Word was God.

People:

He was in the beginning with God.

Leader:

All things came into being through him,
and without him not one thing came into being.

People:

What has come into being in him was life,
and the life was the light of all people.

Leader:

The light shines in the darkness,

People:

and the darkness did not overcome it.

Leader:

The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.

People:

He was in the world, and the world came into being through him;
yet the world did not know him.

Leader:

He came to what was his own,

People:

and his own people did not accept him.

Leader:

But to all who received him, who believed in his name,
he gave power to become children of God.

People:

And the Word became flesh and lived among us,
and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son,
full of grace and truth.
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